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knew) he was to de of the ſeed of 
ABRAnam—of t tribe of Jupan, 
and the Houſe Davip—Yet, 

the grofleſt miſinterpretations the 
prophetical books of the Old 'Fefta- 
* 2 for him in the 
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made a unfit for rational enqui- 


quently—to have gained their appro- 
bation — Chriſtianity ſhould have 
worn a different complexion, and its 
reat - "maſter" have b een a perſon of 
Ev quite contrary caſt. — To. Have 
been readily received, it hould 
been | more pliant to the 2 
Which had ſo unfortunately perſuad- 
ed the Jews, that they were to 
continue the peculiar favourites of 
Heaven, under the expected ruler of 
their ſceptre,—it ſhould have beenmore 
fayourable to thoſe very vices—which 
it was ſent to redreſs. Had the bleſ- 


and. power, inſtead of diſtinguiſh- 
ing, himſelf by his humility, his 
gentleneſs and moderation Had he 
been poſſeſſed of riches cloathed in 
purple and fared ſumptuouſly in- 
ſtead of being poor, and the ſon of a 
carpenter.—Had the place which firſt 
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ſed Jzsvs; appeared in ſovereign pomp. 


8 


75 


- 


'® wu) 
received beck been a palace, inſtead of | 
a a ſtable-—Nay, had his mercy and quſ- 
tice given way to an unrelenting ſe- 
verity-—his charity and benevolence to 
the pride and reſerve of an eaſtern mo- 
narch. Then, would he have been 
one after their On hearts; then 
would theſe infatuated people have 
thought that he brought with him 
more evident marks, of his being ſent 
from Heaven, than when he came 
| accompanied with ſuch: real and con- 
vincing evidences of his divine -miſ- 
- fion !—can it now be thought uncha- 
ritable to conclude 4. hey loved dark- 
. neſs. rather than. Ae. neu. their 
deeds Were evil. a 
* Surely it will not be going beyond 
the line of truth—to aſſert, that every 
ſober and rational enquirer will be ſa- 
tisfied with the e evidences. which con- 
firm the doctrine of CHRIST and his 
Apoſtles, —Tho' in theſe latter days, 
„ ee „ 


£ 2 


—— — —— —2 —ů ee ee 


— 


— — 


— 


„ ———xů ee TR —y-V— 4 
4 


* 


, and of ered 


en" 


S * j 


igion of t! e 


e Rel 


thae "the e' W 0 


Bets; = e | 
the” commen offices 


* 
. 


e unkefs they 


* 5 — Pe : 1 
were put in execution; 


r | 
* 5 5 2 : N 


to us anew:— 


. * * 
$f 


cauſe have 


o 


aore abundan | tly. 1 Md. 


ce all the attacks of infi- 


ity 


9 


ole law 1 was of! 


* 


bf e 
there was 


that purity 


con- 


* 


— 


a ) 
conſiſted in bodily | and ritual; puri 
fications; — and that no Iirachte 
would be deprived of future happi- 
neſs whatever his faults had been 
unleſs he was guilty of: apoſtagy 


idolatry—and a few other \ crimes | 
- which they ſpeciſied. Now, the reli» 
gion of the Goſpels ſpiritualʒ; places 
morality above Rites and Ceremonies; | 
— teaches that .Joun the Baptiſt was a 
Prophet greater than all who had 
preceded CHRIST, yet inferior ta te 
leaſt of his diſciples in dignity of of- 
fice.— The Goſpel directs them 
to love all men; — to ayoid none, 
but for immorality ;=Condemns evil 
inclinations and thoughts, as well ass 
evil actions — and requires purity of 


heart; promiſes eternal happineſs to 
thoſe who would lead religious lives— 
and to impenitent ſinners denounceth 


the 


8 10 * 
| the moſt dreadful puniſhments. of 
| Befides this ſtriking contraſt from 
| whence; the ede of the Goſ- 
pel covenant to the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, appears moſt eminently let me 
_aſk-Were there not plain predictions 
of he coming. of the” M leſſiah in the 
and the en Night ep not 
there have found that he was to be 
a nun , ſorrow, and acquainted with 
grig ; And did not the public coun- 
9 eil of the Jews cauſe this prophecy 
to be moſt rigidly fulfilled? Did not 
Jonx the Baptiſt more immediately 
precede the Lord of life, and declare 
unto all, that his coming was at 
hand — Vet theſe, with abundance © 
of other evidences, which might be 
t en tagether — joined to the fit- 
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_ of the time — the Jews regarded 8 
not; — Not, even ſo far, as tO give 


his va favorable reception at his firſt 
5 appearance in the world, till his life 
and doctrine ſhould eſtabliſh eau 7 
or declare the fraud. e 
T hey further objected, Deus be | 
condeſcended to converſe with people 
of bad reputation with publicans and 
n ſhould it now be aſked, 
Why he thus condeſcended to hold 
_ converſe: with them ? The queriſt 
need but look back to that part of 
the New Teſtament where the cir- 
 _cumſtance itſalf is related, and he 
will there find a moſt rational account 
of the whole matter truly with a 
vier to their repentance and amend» 
5 ment. They that be whole, need nat a 
 Phyjician, but they that are fit. I 
am not come to cull the righteous, bur 
nner ta repentance =» was our Savi- 
viour's own reaſoning and reply. — 
N * _ that he was of Na- 
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could not rien the Wa e 


4 = Was a, 5 greater 
perſon than they imagined therefore 


hat, che journey 
MARy took from 


had lived. gh — 43 to 8 parents 
being Gal ILE ANS, and himſelf af- 
terwards living at Naz Ax ETH no- 
thing but the moſt violent bigot 


could have urged this as an objec- 


tion. — The Jews abominated the 


Gentiles, not becauſe of their vices, 


but becauſe they followed not the law 
of Mos s. They were, in this re- 
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ing no Faith with ſuch as che - Papal. 
ſee ſhall pronounce: Heretics.— That 

our Saviour's education did not furniſh 
him with learning ſufficient to be a 

teacher — is an argument which may 
be retorted upon them with double 


force. The peculiar interpoſition of 


Gop; appears on the very face of the 

objection Something of the ſame 
nature, when; they ſay, he hinted— 
that he was a much greater perſon 
than they imagined; — Was not this 
very act —an act of goodneſs and mer- 
cy: Was not this returning good for 
evil? — He went further — obſtinate 
and perverſe as he found them — his 
patience was not worn out — after 
plain and poſiti ve precepts, he gently 
rebukes them by repeated inſinua- 
tions, that he was CüRIST the Savi= 
our of the world — the only Son of 
GD. — In his anſwers, there is no 
ſelf- ſufficiency — a conſtant acknows 
5 ee to the Father of 
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5 am ple account of our Lord's nativit 8 
A few de wee 3 on th 
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2 indi — this: they mig 
5 his being placed in a maHger, -and 
#7 in ſwadling cloaths.— Why, 
it may be aſked,” was he lain in a 
table hecauſe in conſequence of the 
| from CAR Avevsrvs, a 
certain part of his empire repaired to 
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thus circumft — N 

RY and Josren his reputed father 
ſtanding by. They were aſtoniſhed, 
and well they might but they were 

convinced for they . glorified and 

5 3 Gop for this great act: of good 

neſs towards the race of man. — They 

made known to the neighbouring 

_— le, the revelation which. had ene 

them thither, and the confirmation 

which the event gave to it. — The 

wiſe men ſung their ſongs: o praiſe 
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to be 4 light to lighten the Cena 3 
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into the works had recourſe to the 
firſt. expedient which his policy dic- 
_ tated. The attempt was firſt to be 
l n his perſon, under pretence 


ping bim — but the wiſe men 
" * 4 dream, returned into 
tbeir own. country another way. — Thus 
iſappointed in the firſt effort vio- 
lence was to do hat ſubtilty could. 
5 — er the height of his an- 
zer and reſentment; — he ſent } orth | 
and flew.all. the. children that were. in 
BTU E REI, and in all the coaſts 
© ia from two years old and. under. 
An infallible ſtep, no doubt, in the 
opinion of this wretched poſſeſſor of 
the Jewiſh. ſceptre. — Heaven, how- 
ever, ordered it otherwiſe and the 
defigns of Hz RoD were again fruſtra- 
ted. —Jos gyn was appriſed, by an 
© angel, of the, danger of the holy child 
Ixsus.— His tender affections were 
awakened — he . departed. by. night, 
. Willd into Egypt.—Several thouſand 
inno- 
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„ 23 3 ; 
innocent babes fell a ſacrifice to the 
luſt of power; and not till HERO D 
died did Jesvs return into IsRAEL. 
e When this mercileſs tyrant had end- 
cd his wretched being Jos gyn and 
his family viſited once more their .õm 
country -—agreeable to the admonition 0 
+0 the Lord. h 
The miraculous ee of 
0 HRIS Tin the various ſucceſſive events 
of his life, till the fullneſs of time, 
was à continuation of the ſame Al- 
mighty goodneſs, which ſent him in- 
to the world; - and the ſuffering him 
to die the death of the croſs — was 
the completion of his unlimited mer- 
cy and benevolence for * whole race 
of ARA $5751, ng pA 
Now we 3 3 chis üer bet 
| general view of the circumſtancesof 
the nativity of our Lord let us in- 
dulge in the reflections natural on 
TY ſuch an occaſion. — Let the effufions 
of our hearts N the grateful tribute 
Fe | SS. —the 
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6, which, ſo great love for man, 


our e e 

Shall we then not Jaud ED mag 
nt that name, which is above every 
other name Wbo can. refrain from 
oſtrating himſelf before the throne 
Heaven. When the King of Kings, 


through whoſe mediation we ſhall 
find juſtice, tempered with mercy— 
d be be extreme to mark what ts 
done amiſi—Who could abide it ?.,— The 
- Humiliation: of his Son is the greateſt 
poſſible evidence of his love—and the 
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ceive the tender and warm impreſ- 


1 1 us, and qui 2: fow i 


gotten Son into the world to ſave us ; 


68 46 EY, 
n and Wie PT 46 dhe 


Worſhip of the one true God Wh? 
tber would our infatuation” have led 
us, Had we not had the very ſcafona® 
ble affiſtanice of the laws of | Chrilt's - 
Goſpel * = How can we' ſufficiently 
_ contemplate his great goodneſs, weft 
we remember that the Apoſtle of his 
Son hath told us that /e and immbr re 
tality were brought to light by the Gofpel. 
A knowledge of a future ſtate |= 
How great is the comfort During à 
life of trials and diſappointments; how 
pleafing and ſatisfactory is the pro- 
ſpect of eternity! — In a probationary 
ſtate our object placed befbre ourxf 
eyes. our labonrs will be ſeconded by 
encouragement and rewarded with 
what perfect wiſdom and good neſs 
| halt determine, and N infinite 
power can effece. 3; 


„ THUS 8 5 V was to bis e 8 
| . people formerly the Lord of Ho ofts== _ 
«2A mighty God, and terrible—jeal- 
: D © ous, 


el, arcommod — to ſuch a peo- 
"<6; plt}-is,now- to men of more en- 
ed minds under this propor- 
tion ah were indalgent Fi Ma- 
Bk Patio; —the'F ather of | mercies — 
Wh « mid to be: - — whom. we are taught. 
5 e to e in-a a: more liberal way, 
8 with à true filial aſſurance ;— whoſe 
-<, darlingattribute is goodneſs ;—and 
e the firſt- principle, and great com- 
4. mandment! in his lav the end and 
Wy completion of it—Love.” I What 
» nab and ſtriking contraſt may 
| ve obſerve in the whole tenor of our 
as Lokb's conduct and behaviour. —By 


burns, as 0 occaſion nd ia we ſee his 


#4 Biſhop Law's Refleions on the life 40 


character of Chriſt (towards the end of his the- 
ary of religion) p. 294, 5thEdit. 
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and ſc|f-abaſemeat, At one time mY 
| power? is moſt conſpicuous,—at anos 
ther, — he is neck and lowly. be 
 "paridtion happily adapted to the 
Woo « ſometimes remind- 
« ing his followers, that he cul 
46 command legions of angels, 
ary; at others, apprifin 
at he ſhould be more deſti- 


6. them, t 


„ tute of common ee ban . 


event 
« birds . the eairy—oomrellng De 
«© thats ireater than SOLOMON is a- 


* wee chem oo, W his 
46 { his 


« own power, Pr my prerogative, 
« yet all ſubmiſſion to the powers in 
0 ion — complying. with their 
ſtitutions, however ha- 


6. N 6 to him 3 
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ce and paying their demands to t le 
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Vet mincle On Gam occalio OBS, 
& publiſhing the character and of- 
&. ce which he bore; on others, 
4: carefully concealing them ; in ore 
&: des to prevent the haſty miſcpny 
ſtruction of his friends; ta guard 
Maegainſt the inyeterate malige of his 
ct faeg g and gain ſufficient time to fix 
% good foundation for the faith of 
' 6 all. None more induſtrious and 
$-zeglous- in the cauſe af Gop ;— 
none more indifferent and reſigned 
sin his own: — he patiently endures 
the affronts and outrage to his per- 
. ſon, and the frequent-inſults on his 
reputation; and intercedes for the 
1 forgiveneſs of his murderers: — 
n Vet, when his father's honor is 
e concerned, he vindicates it inſtant= 
, and with uncommon warmth; 
„le publickly: chaftiſes the pro- 
i phanets of the Temple; and threa- 
er tens the 


ſeveręſt puniſhment:. to 
0 ſuch as would cantinue to blaſ- 
3 “ pheme 


1 toxeceiye publicans and harlots 3 


OY { 045 29 J. 
cc pheme the power and. fond be 
15 which he was afting.+He is ready 


, diſdains not to converſe with Here- 
. ties and Schiſmatics ; — perſons 
% moſt odipps, and of the worſt ro- 
76 pute: but whom he ſees to be 
** truly penitent, and really deſirous 
of inſtruction; — While he rejects 
4% the formal ſanctimonious hypocrite; 

e and reprimands the ſelf-ſufficient 

ce phariſee. — He detects, and, with 
* authority, rebukes the flattery of 
e the proud defigning queriſt; but 
#5. ſatisfies each ſcruple, and reſolves - 


« each doubt, of the ſincere and 


humble ſearcher after truth, even 
** before they can be intimated to 


„ him. — He cheriſhes the broken» 


*« hearted ; comforts the deſpond- 
te ing ;>-\trengthens and ſupports the 
% weak and wavering ; ; —condeſcends 
tg the infirmities of the meaneſt, 

os and moſt aa that has the 
WES | I. leaſt 


00 30% 
oc! ' leaſt Werk of goodneſs 1 in 1 him; j— 
but never gratifies the vanity, or 
. gives Way to the petulancy of the 
* greateſt: ice, from him, meets 
with due diſcouragement, and juſt 
reproof in all men, even thoſe of 
the higheſt Nation virtue, with —{; 
* kind com paſſion, and a para 
* aid, in any of the loweſt.” $ * 
T0 conclude; — the advantages & : 
the birth and incarnation of the Son 
of Gow; were not to be confined to 
the Jewiſh nation.—F ar wide was the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation to be extended 
Whoever ſhall take up the Croſs of 
Cunts and follow him ;— Whoever 
ſhall ſet him up for their pattern, 
and regulate their lives by the tenor 
olf his moſt righteous laws — ſhall in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for them, 
5 en eee all _— 5 
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er, 


( 
| e then, the commemoration of 
our bleſſed Lokp- 8 nativity, fill our 
hearts with joy and gratitude. - Let 
our tongues/ ſpeak. his praiſe, and let 
our hearts approve the deed. — Let 
us not be contented with appearances 
alone, which may deceive others, and 
more fatally ſo, ourſelves. — Let not 
an outward diſplay of extraordinary 
ſanctity ſupplant true piety, and an in- 
_ ternal religious diſpoſition. — Let us | 
rend our hearts and not our garments, 
and turn unto the one only true invi- 
ſible Gor. — To him let us aſcribe 
every perfect attribute. — To him let 
us addreſs our praiſes and thankſgiv- 
ings, for the greateſt of gifts to man. 
— Adopt not phariſaical hypocriſy ;— 
remember he ſearcheth us. out, and 
knoweth us ;. be knoweth our fitting 
down, and upriſing, he underſtandeth 
, our thoughts. — He is about our path 
and about our bed; ; and . out all 
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IX 18 FINISHED. 


. Tawny apo the olan 
I of his goſpel, hath given us 
the 8 words of the Lord of life. 

After we have. been told the many 


indignities which were offered him; 


and the ſufferings which he bore.— 


We yet find him altogether con- 
fiſtent.— His power apparently kept 
pace with his pretenſions.— Though 


the pains of death took hold upon 
him, his perſeverance in the cauſe in 
which he was embarked, remained 
unſhaken.— With what calmneſs and 
compoſure did he breathe his laſt ! For- 
give them, for they know not what they 
do. was the laſt petition he ſent up to 
the Father of all.—In perfect charity 
with his moſt bitter enemies, even 
with thoſe, whoſe behaviour diſgraced 
\ Humanity, —A thief was placed on 

5 either 
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Its 18 FINISHED. 


2 ot his goſpel, hath given a8. 
the n words of the Lord of life. 
After we have been told the many 
indignities which were offered bum; 
and the ſufferings which he bore.— 
We yet find him altogether con- 
_ fiſtent.—His power apparently kept 
pace with his pretenſions.— Though 
the pains of death took hold upon 
him, his perſeverance in the cauſe in 


which he was embarked, remained 


unſhaken. With what calmneſs and 
compoſure didhebreathe his laſt! For- 


give them, for they know not what they 
do, - was the laſt petition he ſent up to 


the Father of all.—In perfect charity | | 


with his moſt bitter enemies, even 


with thoſe, whoſe behaviour diſgraced 
humanity.— A thief was placed on 
| : either 
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AP 8 was Pie upon,— a 
ſcoffed at, and reviled.In the ago- 


nies of 4 lingering. death, nothing 


was heard from among the crowd 
aſſembled, but ſneers of reproach ane 
of contempt . No Ffooner did expir- 
ing nature, begin to ſink under the 5 
puniſhment, than he aſked for ' ſome . 
ſupport:— He cried out, I thirf.— 
Behold the return he met with from 
his un generous perſecutors,—whoſe h 
hearts were ſcared againſt every ſen- 
timent of compaſſion.— There was 


4 veſſel filled with vinegar, ready at 


hand for the purpoſe, they dipped a 


unge into it, put it upon byſſop,' and 
gave Bim to drink. How loathſome 


a draught, at any time;—under the 


pains of the croſs, how intolerable!— 


Indeed no act of barbarity, or of un- 


relenting cruelty, which could make - 


his laſt moments more grievous, 
' ſeems to have been wanting, in the 
gratification. of their malice ten 


him. | 


K 


him. —Al that he afterwards faint „Was, 
AI is. finiſhed, he then bowed his head, 
and gave up the. aboſt. — No one ſure 7 
was ever more reſigned Words 
could not be more conciſe, yet more 
expreſſive We may thus paraphraſe 
it, and ſuppoſe him to have ſaid— 
© The worſt you can do to me, is 
now at an end z here my troubles 
-< ceaſe.—I have paſſed through the 
trial of men j—I have ſuffered all 
that the exceſs of bigotry could 
prompt you to. — the ignominious 
death, which you are uſed to inflict 
on the baſeſt and moſt. abandoned 
_ © criminals. ——The deſign of my 
miſſion is now, however, ee ; 
* cd,—I had power to have kept 
« myſelf in life, notwithſtanding all 
that the utmoſt malice of men 
could have done to deſtroy me.— 
_ © For this commandment. I received 
of the Father.—And I do now re- 
8 ene, chat life, —the * of 
which, 


— 4 = 
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5 2 ie be e put e e, | 


it for your good, 


« and efeftcd 4 060 ery thing which che 


heavenly Fath 


circumſtance at- 
and death, 


e ee, 
bs my coming. The 
is nor, when you may hear 

our with your 
and with your 
aſt truly be a ſtub= 


_ "born" and perverſe people, if your 
faith will not 
. „and if your lives do not imitate 


acknowledge me; 


wWhieh my example 
5 pleted the office of redemption— 

They, who know me,. p 

A d follow me, ſhall be ſub pjects of © 


TOW" Kingdom, which it not 75 this 
e 00. — 


pointed be done for your ſal- 


+ et OE Om you. . have am | 


— 


(- 30 . 5 
6 world. But they who know, a wit 
£ believe not in mes who follow not 
the righteous doctrines which I 
© haye. taught, the b bright example 
«£ which: I have placed before them, 
and reject the revelation which I 
« have made known, unto them, of 
< the will of Gon. my Father, Who 
c hath ſent me, —ſhall receive from 
£ the King of Kings, and Lord of. 
. Lords, —the Judge of all en 
* the greater condetnnation.” WE i 
This is the obvious and . 
meaning of our Lord's laſt words 
before he reſigned his life into the 
| hands of him, who. gave It, —How 
then ought we to praiſe our Almighty. 
and merciful Gop, him who ſent. 
forth his beſt beloved for the re- 
demption of mankind 1— Shall we! 
not join with the pfalmiſt, and ſay, fot 
Let Ijrael rejoice in him who made him; 
let the children of Sion be joyful in their. 
ing —L et them Lat iſe his name in the 
. 3 dance: 
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"Der er them Ing 28 5 aunts” Lim 
wil tabret and barp.— For the Lord: 
 bath* Pleaſure in his puple. Let The 
. Be joyful with glbry. Zet the 
pPraſſet of God be in their mouths.” 21k 
= Conſult”; a grateful heart, and "% 


FF Hive of our duty will be eaſily deſerib- 


cd. No part of it will appear dis- 
8 agreeable, or diſguſting all, when 
35 viewed by impartial. reaſon. will be | 


- amiable and engaging. lt will be a 


tribute more pleaſing, than burden- 
; ſottic: —A buſineſs, which we would 
EN readily ſet ourſelves about, rather than, 
| ſtand indifferent ſpectators. N 
Though the miffion of our Psd, 
: _— an event, for which, we ie 
the greateſt poſſible reaſon, to thank 


and bleſs Go D. Vet once for all, — 
let this be remembered, — that, as the 
fincere Chriſtian, —the | true follower 
of the lamb Dis under every tye of 
Sratitude and intereſt to adore and 
wh Pos worſhip | 
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1 wilfulend- | 
5 who feerthe. lights; but. prefer darkneſs, . 


and regardeth it not,— 


F 
4 F 
. V0” 
+ 


for — oak a mark of his 5 


oy 


ercy and loving kindneſs The 


oſtinate; ur believer,—chey, 


rather: WY 


N light * 


their guilt wi ill be 5 , 


daubly - increaſed, and their . pardon, oh 


ut the pale of his, mercy.— The 


a 


d. — heathen, will be more 


unenlightened Indian, —ihe ignorant 


5 acceptable before Gop „than he who, | 
hads every opportunity of enjoying 


1 * 4+ 


the reyelation of his will, by his only, 
don, and neglected or deſpiſed the | 
advantages which were offered him. = i 


An unavoidable ignorance, is ins, | 
ence, — but that perverſe indivi- ; 
duabwho knoweth- his” maſter's will, : 
n his head 8 


will the wrath of Ben fall! in double. | 

peiniee>. nat eee | ws 
e of this age inch this. Ps 

n to « plead, in ou for, 


— 


85 ofa teformation fro | 


"Us 1 


| Abs ee er dhe benenrt 
wih errors. ana 


fuperſtitions of popery, zu a niere 
1 eres, than y of our: qe 
- bours" on the*continentk—That: vo- 
ute ih which we may read every thing 
wech to falvation; Ig when to ever 


tante, is fairly" a 4 Boneſtly Gin "5 
moſt. material paffages, aecuratey)) 
tranſlated to the hands of the unlearn- 
| et K is not read to them, in the 

lic" ſervice of the church, in an 

unknown tongue; as in the caſe of | 
tte Romaniſts ar this day! Chrif- 
tians, who: make the written word of 

Gop, the teſt of their orthodoxy, | 


| glory in being left to uſe their own  _ 
ſenſes, free from reſtraint and impo- 


 fition When once they give up the 
5 of Io: 82 in 


mat inſtant they — — 5 
tiſm, 


* 


£4) 

iſm, and e diſgrace to thoſe 

of their fore · fathers, who bought this 
 Incſtimable privilege with all that 
was moſt dear to them they who 
made a ſacriſice of their fortunes, 

and ſealed dbl Aeckcieee with their 

blood. 5 

While, our 8 are ae 


ho the death and ſufferings of our Re- . 


deemer, it will by no means be foreign 
to the purpoſe, to pay ſome attention 
to the tenets and principles of a ſect, 
which hath. of late years taken its 


kiſe among us.— All ſaving faith alone, 


is their leading doctrine and they 
have, I truſt, ſucceeded in. moſt of 
their converſions, mare by Arengtb of 
voice than flrength of underſtanding. 
Many of their deluded followers 
have given up their ſenſes, and their 
reaſon, to the flights of an overheated 
5 imagination. And this is the only 

truly culpable part of their condut, 


7 


Indeed; While they claim inward 
illumination for their guide, — they are 
Pie confiſtent, not to ſtoop to the 
common methods of reafoning.—But, 
ſhould rational beings thus renounce 
that ſuperior property, which is em: 
— Phatically called, — the image of —_— 
L —Should' they be ſuppoſed to have 1 
* Teceived the gift of inſpiration, whoſe „„ 
5 proof reſts on their bare aſſertion ?— 
they who bring not the leaſt conſiſtent 
evidence of their having any concern . 
Vieth the Holy Spirit ? —hath not this 
deen the game of Manomer ?—hath = 
| | It not alſo been notoriouſly played by 
3 the legendary ſaints in the Roman 
= Calendar ?—lt cannot fairly be put 
5 as aqueſtion, Where is the difference 
between the enthuſiaſm of popery and 
of methodiſm ?—becauſe, their moſt 
perfect * bath deen i demon- Zi 


| Arated:® 


; * See bimop Labingtot's very ſenſible and . d 
genius parallel in three pamphlets, entitled, The 
155 4 nthuſiaſi of Methodiſts and 9 compared, 

: 8 "Pa . 


— 
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So exact a copy is the latter of the 


former, that one is almoſt inclined to 
— 


think, — did not charity forbid it. 
that 3 in thoſe inftances,—the' papiſts 
were the original from which the out- 
lines of methodiſm were drawn. 
Hitherto no laws have been enacted 
againſt them,. Go forbid there 
ſhould be any. —They have the ſame 
right to their opinions, Which we 
have to ours, — and equally as good a 
claim to argue in favour of, as we to 
diſprove their ſeveral diſtinguiſhing 
_ doctrines. —As yet, we are both pro- 
teſtants,—and ſhould acknowledge 5 


the fame authority, as the arbiter of 


our differences. A diſpaſſionate ex- 
amination of our bibles ſhould cha- 
racterize the diſputants on both ſides, 
and which ever way, conviction falls, 
there let the diſciples follow, for 
that ſhould be their religion. —80 
long as the civil government is not 
affected by the principles of either, 
N | the 


_ one ** 3 2s ry A. ks 
> A a full toleration, as the other to an 
eſt ent. For though the fa- 
yo! ite arguments drawn from the alli 
ance, may be legal. — tb ey * * * 


"a 


eis 3 15 ; ls 
It hall, however, 7 to pi | 
5 2 only one of their principles, ; 


ecauſc.it may, at this time, appear 


| mor e-riking by. being unſcriptural. — 
5 Who-can fatisfy himſelf that the tem- 
perance, the charity. the forgive 
neſs. — the mercy.—the benevolence, ; 
and laſtly, the patience, the reſig- 
nation of the lord of life, w were to 
1 and us in no ſtead ?—Theſe uniform 
excellencies were ſurely ſet before us 
for our example. Our reaſon would 
tell us ſo much, —nay himſelf hath 
; aſſured us of it. Did our great maſter 
| Jive. and die for nothing. but to try 
our faith in mere facts —Shall our 
expiring. Lord leave plain characters 
eee duty. — merely to excite our 
"phy; wonder 


* 
* 


„ 


onder and ad 1 
al the tranſactions, as of this day, « 


be placed to no other account, than 15 4 


as matter of ſpeculation To very 
Mttle purpoſe maſt he have died, if 
ſolely to try our credulity.— 1s it anz 


Way probable, that an inſtitution,— 


which is ſo admirably well contrive 
for the well-being of every ſtate, =the 
eternaFhappineſs o& _ acoder ED 


: fomnething- to be believed; rather that | 
followed 7—After all this, —thall 
Works be excluded and faith 
de received That it is an eafter 
matter to give credit to the truth o 
1 3 than to practiſt its pte 

cepts, I readily grant,—but, that it 

was deſigned by our Saviour, as * 
| matter of belief only, let me recom 

mend it to you to conſult reaſon ft 

the probable and revelation itfelf 
for the poſitive an ſwer.— Beſides, how 
Op" an auth: Tad nearly ſaid; 

"OF LE, f ho 


2. $4 


2 a= ch — "were woke 11 de 4 
F . 4 2 8 i 
ky | 


-W el] fed | che, vr 4 . Fog 
biz, * he. intended for _— 


ute. book. of our lines. And by his 
example, declared to us, the „ 15 
Practicability of every virtue. Though | 

Dar 1555 ae en will. doubtleſs 5 
s great. and glorious 


od * | £7 N perfection 15 | 
* ; * : id 5 


ef 


f "if right, and ſpeaketh the truth from 
bis heart.—He that hath uſed no deceit 


„ it, 40 T3 


| perfoRtions - — yet, by a continual 
. contention. with the works of the 
. fleſh, — by ſtriving to be perfect, ar 
"bet is perfect. is the moſt likely method 
of bringin g ourſelves to his heavenly 
kingdom. —And the merciful judge 
of all men, will make large allow- 


© ances for the failings of our nature, 


though, be will not forgive wilful 
blindneſs, or the perverſion of the 
abilities which he hath given us to 
| know, and to diſtinguiſh; and the 
opportunities of performing our duty. 
bo ſhall aſcend into the hill of the 
Lord? or who ſhall land in bis boly 


Place 2 Even he that leadeth 'an uns 


corrupt li life, and doth the thing which 


: in bis tongue, nor done evil to bis neigh 


9 He that ſetteth not by himſelf; but 


4 1 


our, andhath notflandered his neighbour. 


is lowly in bis own eyes.Tn whoſe eyes 
4 vile perſon 1 8 contemned z but be 
"0 -  bonourath 


= 


; 05 
puns, 


onoureth them, 2 Wt the Lal . 
He that bath clean hands "and a pure 
Seart, and bath not ft up his foul unto 

C * vanity. —H, e Hail receive the bleſſing 
"from the Lord, and righteoufneſs from 
_ the God of bis ſalvation.” oſs 
Let us but place before our mich, | 
the tenor and general ſcope of the | 
" goſpel, the life and death of CRI ST 
_ himſelf, and we ſhall be i in no danger 
yy being g led away by th "incoherent 
and inconfiſtent opinions of our mo- 
dern enthuſiaſts.—80 plain and intel- 
. is the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
_ that be. bo runs, may read.—A com 
mon underſtanding, and an undeſign- 
ing heart, are ſufficient acquirements 
fot the right underſtanding of our 
duty both to Gon and man.—For this 
is the ſum of all religion.— The _  / 
& ceffity of a good life, as well as a 
T . lincerefaith, i is the ſubſtance of almoſt 
every page in our bibles.— To give 
. therefore the — of theſe 
two 
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two great points going hand in bak 
—is, to give up the doctrines _ 
commandments of Gop, — for thoſe 
of men.—Prove all hg OE 7 " 
1 ehat which 1s good. 


Exp of SERMON 11. 
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4 7E are now come, by : a Bud of 
| . gradation, to. the great crite- 
rion of Chriſt ſtianity — for if the evi- 
dences, which can be produced i in de- 

; fence of the reſurrection of « ourLoRD, 
will not ſtand againſt every ſuggeſtion 
every argument which hath been 
3 Hough by Sceptic, Deiſt, or Atheiſt 
the religionof Ixsus Cuxls r ceaſes 
to deſerve our attention and regard 
On this event, himſelf reſted the 
credit of his divine miſſion ;—By the 
. Reſurrettion From the dead, be was de- 

| |þ cleared to be the Son of Ged with power. 
. "On. this iflue, therefore, every ra- 
tional diſciple of our crucified Saviour, 
will be ready to try his cauſe if he 

| fails i in this one point, let him re- 

nounce 


Wo 
* 


60585 


nounce the doctrine of the New Teſta- be 
ment, and ds whatever other 
fſyſtem, which may bring more cers 
—  talni fighs, of its being the ordinance. 

of Gov: — This important article of 
our faich — the fountain and founda- 
.tion of our. religion—the reſurrection 


of. Jezvs Cu sr from the dead be- 


: comes the ſubj ect of our e en- 
Auiry. 
The N geelie; to . we 

can appeal for the determination of 
this queſtion, is, that of the New 


: "24 Yi J 


Teſtament, and reaſon muſt deter- 
mine between the proofs urged on 
the one fide, and the objections, 


ng 


Which i ingenious Sceptics | have ſtated, 


and on which they ground eg 


delity, on the other. That a queſ- 


tion like this, of the firſt importance, 


may beinveſtigated without embarraſs- 
ment —we will ſeparately conſider . 


the poſitive evidence of our Lord's re- 


ſurre Qtion from the dead the corro- 
| Fveoraling 


1 


iN / 


[7 =». 
bordtthg evidence from the caution; 


taken by the Jews, to prevent their 


being impoſed upon by his diſciples: 


A and the advantages we receive from 


the eſtabliſhment of the dodtrine of : 


the reſurrection. 


St. Pavr, the nave: of a two- / 
Epiſfles.to the Corinthians, is a very 
material witneſs on the poſitive fide of 


the queſtion. —To our Lord's appear- 
ance after he was riſen from the dead, 
markable converſion from Judaiſm to 
Chriſtianity.—A converſion which 


carries with it the moſt ſignal proof of 
his being influenced by conviction of 


the truth, that Ixsus was the promiſed 


Mzss ian. Prejudice and intereſt, 


had they operated on any ſide - muſt 


have throw their weight into the ſcale 


of per ſeverance in the perſecutioi n. — 
T be fact is they were directly oppa- 


ſed by the converſion.— While Paux 


was on his n to DAMAsCUs, 


** ö with 


44 | 38 7 


5 with a loan. to- forward ind aſſiſt i in 
©. the perſecution, which was then car- 
tying on againſt the Chriſtians — he 
Was miraculouſly turned from his pur- 
poſe. . Suddenly there ſpined n 5 
about bim 4 hight from Heaven. —; 
Aud be fel to tbe carth, and Hans. - }- 
voice ſaying unto bim, Saul, —_— 
V perſecuteth thou me? — And he 
ſaid, Who art thou, Lord — And the 
Tord ſaid—T am Feſus whom thou per- 
| Secuteſt. Aud Paul trembled and 
was gftoniſhed, By this admonition \ 
| he was een ſtruck with the in- 
juſtice of his errand — he joined the 
diſciples of AIST. — Behind him, 
be left the favor and countenance of 
bis country; before him was no- 
thing but poverty and ſufferings.— 
In conſequence of this converſion, 1 
Was called to be an Apoſtle to teach 1 
the Gentile world — he had been 
brought up at the feet of GaAMALIEI 
inthe ſtudy of the law, aud had profited 


6 EN 


635 557 


in tbe Fews” religion above nany 2 | 
equals" in his” own nation, being more 


exceedingly 2ealous of the traditions of 
his Pathers.——While: the four Evan- | 


; geliſts uſe plain narrative, and re- 


cord the life of Chriſt, in a journal of 


| facts st. Pabi, in the fifteenth. 


Chapter of the firſt Epiftle to the Co- 


rinthians, hath left us a maſter- prey 


of eloquence" and argument, V : 
Chrift be riſen from the dead, How can 


ſome” fay, there is no reſurrettion of the 
dead ? And again—If there is no 


5 refurrettion of the dead; then is Chriſt 
not en. — Aud if Chrift be not riſen, 


then 1s our preaching vain, and your. 


faith is alſo vain.— Here is ſound and 


juſt reaſoning—if CHRIST is riſen 


the dead do riſe; if the dead riſe not 


-CurisT is not riſen and the con- 


cluſionis—If CHRIST＋ is not riſen, as 
you. Corinthians vainly ſay—then is 


my writing to you, as an Apoſtle, and 


your faith in CHRIST, as a people, 
| „ 


vain 


; Folk witneſſes of God, — — 0 

Feſtified, and that. from God, that be 

raiſed. up oe — His n 
WE: as clear as t noc ſu 


8 « 1 be 11 7— 8 ye al —— 
who they were that ſaw him crucified 
: that he died, and Was buried; all 


5 their ſenſes had told them theſe truths 


185 all their ſenſes had alſo evinced the 
0b keln of his body. . 
= f * his 1s the epitomeof Park tel | 
: timony c of the reſurrection of CurIsT, 


: : and the conſequent reſurrection f 


Wha the dead. teſtimony (already +) 
bew to ſtand entirely clear of every 
1 8 Ingredient of policy, or enthuſiaſm, 
. and MAE hath of late en ord 


| * * . Tord Lyttelton's s elegant 150 eee he 
' thrvitions on this Was in a letter t to the late 
ee . 3 
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5 tional PR among us, from the 
ſcrutiny of ſome modern infidels. 
Beſides the teſtimony. of St. PAUL, 

e e member our Lord sappear- ; 

ance. after his reſurrection to Mary - 


MAG D ALAN, who went to anoint 


the body, and poſſibly, to drop the tear 


of affection over his tomb z he was 


_ then ſeen by the women returning 
4 from the Sepulehre ; — by two of his 
a $, in their way to EMMAvVs;— 
4 byPzTzR3—by the aſſemblod diſciples 
at the ſea of TI BE RIAS, and after wards 


met them on a mountain in GALIDEE, 


where he; gave. their apoſtolical com 
miſſion he was ſeen by the Apoſtle 
JaMEs,. and five bundred brethren at 
i once. At all theſe repeated times, 
Which he manifeſtell himſelf in the 
fleſh— every beholder was convinced. 


| TARO, who was: one of the 


number when CHRIS appeared a ſc 
cCond time to his aſſembled diſciples, 
is a üngle excepeten — . ſeems to 

| | have | 


5 ( 62) 
have been more than ordinarily: cauti- 
dous of believing the reſurrection. 
He ſpoke openly what he phe 
—he- declared! his ſcruples' without 
teſerve. St. Joan hath told us, 
that Tromas addreſſed. himſelf to the 
ther diſciples, in theſe words, — Ex- 
"cept, T ſhall ſee in his hands, the print 
'of the nails, and put ny finger into the 
Print of the nails, and thruſt my hand 
into hit fide, I will not believe. At 
. he end of eight days from Jxsus's 
4ſt appearing among theſe diſciples, 
be came, ibe doors being ſbut, and 


flood in the migſt, and ſaid, peace be 15 


unto you: —— He then particularly di- 
rected his diſcourſe to THOMAS. = 
reach hither, ſaid he, thy Finger, and 
bebold my bande; reach | hither thy 


band, and'thruft it mto my Ade; and be 


not faithle fs, but believing.—The re- 
ſult was, TuowAas was well ſatisfied, 
—he acknowledged his belief, by 
anſwering and . him for his 
S . : | Ln. 


5 Lord, and. bis God. In a monks ; 
St. Luk writes, —Feſus ſhewed Fail 
Self alive, after his paſſion, by many in- 

 fallible proofs; being ſeen of his apoſtles, 

and others forty days; and ſpeaking of 
the things, pertaming to be en | 
4 God. 12 5 

Novy Witte reſpect to the na 

| rating evidence, ariſing from the cau- 
tion, and cirenmſpedion of the Jews. 

It is eafily to be conceived that 

neither pains or trouble would be 

ſpared on their parts to detect a fraud 
or impoſition, if in this caſe, there 
had been any. Well knowing that 
the nature and tendency of the doc- 
trine of Cur1sT, were levelled againſt 


their exceſs of rites, and ceremonies. 


But to give up what we can con- 


_ clude to be only probable, for what 


is certain. We are. told by the 


writers of our Lord's life, a chain of 
facts, ſubſequent. to his paſſion, — 


e of” Arimatbea, who was 4 
good of 


:p | 0 ©). | 
- a man} and jut un — 5 
| counſellor; begged the body of Fefus from 
Pate, the Roman governor, as foon. 
as his centurion affured him that he 
vas dead. -PILA TR who had before 
declared. that be found va fault in him, 
thinking, moſt probably, that the 
8 of the Jews, would go no 
further, ventured upon a ready com- 
: pliance with the requeſt which was 
made to him. Then Josryn took. 
the boy, and wound it up in linen. 
embalmed it with ſpices, as was then. 
cuſtomaty, and buried it in à new ſe- 
pulehre, which was bewn out of a rock., 
e rolled à great ſlone agam/t the 
| dear, and departed, After Jose ER 
had paid the laſt honour to the breath- 
leſs. corps of the crucified Jrsvs,—- 


dude alice priefÞs and phariſees went to 


Pi ATE, /aying, Sir, ve remember. 
that the decerver ſaid, mobile he was yet 
alive after three \days, I will come 
. command, therefore, that the 
. * 


SI, 00 hs * ; | 
: * ee until the bin 
Aa, Jeſt bis aiſeiples come by nights, and 
Aal bim aways. and ſoy, unto the peo- 
| lb He is. Alen from the dead. —— 
PLATE ſaid unto them. — Ie have: 
ata; go, your: Way, and make 114. 
55 ſure 4 you can: „ they went, and made 
the. ſe pilcbre, fare Healing the flone, 
and ſetting a ate. All this pre- 
caution of the Jews, — this averſion to 
the benign ſpirit of the divine mora- 
lity of the goſpel, like the ſcepti- £3 
ciſm of Thou as. argue more for- 
cibly i in favour: of the truth, than TH 
they had believed all that paſſed, 
without gratifying their 1 
or indulging their ſtrong ĩnelinations 
to overthrow the whole at one ſtroke. 
Let it ſuffice,” to ſay.— that when 
MaRzy. MAGDALEN;s MARV, be 
mother 'of JaMEs;—a nd SALOME vi- 
ſited the tomb, on the firſt day of "the 
| week, —the ſtone had been nn 
San the door, by an * — 
„„ * 


ſtcheme of our's, cmer to the governor's Ld 
ve will per aue bim that it is 


it 5 they have to 
of their denial of the 


| 

| 

 foldiers"thould be aſleep and ſenſeleſs. | 

at the ſame m and it ſhould | 

; at the ſoldiers 

ed for the neglect f 

t the ſize of the ſtone re- j 

hands to move it, | 

"a that the: lineal napkin was 90 
„ K 1 ED K wrapped 


— — — 2 — 


| 
| 


= — 


f 


3 


tn 


with the reſut 
Tome J 


| fupreme being of the univerſꝰ ? 
is an end, that i is anſwerable to the - 
means.— This of itſelf would prove 
ſome high original, Zit is an internal 


Eb 


„„ 


man, and by its claſe connec 


* 


5 in ſeparable from it. 


The burden of this probatidnary 


ſtate is eaſy, its yoke rendered light-- 5 
a proſpect of a better ſtate, an eter- 
nit y before us, will overbalance every _ 
conſideration, it will make the ſuf 
ferings of this world, tolerable, and 


the parting with its greateſt efijoy- 


| ments, as'a matter rather tobedefired, 
than feared; —Are not all theſe great 
| benefits ariſing from the reſurrection 


orthy of the 


— : | | evidence, 


ection of Jus vs, —ho- 3 
| Nn 
Grestönables and fn belief of this 
great palladium of chriſtjanity, all 
tte frowns of adverſity become tri- 
fling and eee eee Ry, 
tunes of this life loſe their ſting, or 
the edge of them is greatly blunted. 
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1 TELL You. "THE. TRUTH 3. IT 18. 
© EXPEDIENT FOR You THAT x; 5 
Go AWAY 3—FOR SHY ft 60 NOT. 
AWAY, THE COMFORTER WILL 
NOT! COME UN TO YOU ;-BUT-AF 1 
. DEPART: 1: WEKA SEND en 5 


4 8 


A YOU. 7 * 7x HB +. „ 
| I of ; ; . a 3 £ 1 oy 
wat > bk 144 * Las: B52 the 4. 3. MASI et * $A 5 


r (HEhiNtryofOnkrortereainates 
With his aſcenſion, and his 


: ending the holy ſpirit to the apoſtles. 
An order, this follows the conſide- 
ration of his reſurrection, and is the 
immediate ſequel.— 4 very ſhort 


time before our Lord took his laſt 


farewel of his diſciples,—he- made 


uſe of ' theſe piercing, yet conſoling 
words.—A - farewel, which; however 


qualified with an expreſs promiſe of - 


not deſerting them,—ſhook all the for- 
titude of the moſt reſolute of his fol- 


lowers: Joux, the beſt beloved, was. 


pad at the approaching trial, — 
66h WS which 


| 3 = 


- 


lie 


* * o 7 © 
= N 9 * * 
* : X 2 7 
: 0 > : * 
_ 4 — — 
* ” * , . 
N 4 
2 — , 
Sb " - 
— 
8 . 8 
1 2 6) * , * 
: N 


| l might prove too great for mere 
{.- Hamanmeanetow! thitand,—he plain- 
23. þ diſcerned that FAIR —_ difficul- 


ties would increaſe, while, pottibly, 
his powers might decreaſe And as 


* £ p £ 


far as their on judgment could de- 
termine for them. their fears were 
_ certainly: by no means groundleſs.— 
They had wan ve ee to be 
the CRI S 
ere his n 


r converſion.—Hitherto, 


ration of the 
indeed, their Lor 
een with hem. Though he Never, 
- miraculouſly, interpoſed. for their 

HAD an 


ak 1 5 


trial, yet he was: preſent to... give 
ane ges zs hein cauſe, and ſup- 


IE” 14 E*: f 


_ 


_—_ e er 
- thamdlres;; his diſciples, .notwith- | 
* Randing the numberleſs diſcouraging. 
arguments againſt, a public declara- 


d and Maſter had 


HI: hung: over | 


- 


\ 
2 


TP n . 
their 1 by. Ss. 
freſh objects of a reaſonable faith, AY, 
after day.—Notwithſtanding which | 
they bad ſometimes failed, and 


PrrEx had even denied him thrice. 
| he accumulated evidences of his ; 


divine miſſion, were, at length, irres 


ance in their faith and calling —The 


time was now at hand, . the 
founder of their faith that bright 
| light, which ſhone | more reſplendent, - 
than any of the planets i in the heavens, 
Was to diſappear, ; and vaniſh from be- 


4 44+ 24 


: fore. their eyes. In ſuch. A dilemma, ©. 
Da mixture of hope and deſpair.— 
our Lord ſpoke to them. 1 will fend 
| (aid he) the comforter. unto ou. 


Theſe general hints will ſerve, for 


| the occaſion of the words of our Sa- 


viour.— The time of this very extra- 
ordinary gift, Was very favourably 


5 circumſtanced, Hor, its being, well 


ſiſtible inducements of their continu- 


* : - | 


4 W * * 
n "+ r - 
Tg =p n p , * 1 * [EIN 
5 * p 9 
4 \ 


: 3 7 * 
3 20 ith cies: =T%e" Jews were e then 


3 celebrating | the feaſt of PRENTECOST 3 
SW memorial of the lau, being delivered 
"7 from mount Sinai, —Great | numbers 
. were, on that occaſion, collected to- 
5 gether ;—when, this (to them une - 
=. pected) miracle was wrought, —The | 
MANNER) Was as tremendous, as ſur- 

priſing: be apoſtles were with one ac- 


* 


cord met. rogether in one. place; and 


3 Hadley there came a found from. Bea 
ven, as of a ruſhiug mighty wind, and 
1 b 3 let all the bouſe where 7 bey were "> 
| fitting: and there appeared: unto them, 

 * cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it ſat 
e each them and (continue the 
facred hiſtorians) hey were filled with 
bbe Holy Goſs, and began to ſpeak with 
1 otber . as the ſpirit gave them 
| utterance. 
between the cauſe and effect. 
. or pretence for any impoſition. ” 
Ahe number of the apoſtles, had 
been _ I wy the choice of 


No poſſible connection 
No 


Mar» 


EW 7 
MATTHIAS. in the how of JjupAs. 
—The twelve were, in an inſtant, _ 
enabled to ſpeak many languages, „ 
then it was, they received the gift of 
the HoLy Gnos r. Here we ſhould 
pauſe, and recollect theſe ſeveral cir- : 
cumſtances,. the time, the manner, 
and the effe#.—Wonderful all!—all 
proclaim the power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs of that Almighty Gov, who 
hath done ſuch great and marvellous 
things for the whole chriſtian world! 
—univerſal redemption, was the ob- 
ject. of CurisT's ſacrifice.— Untverſal 
charity, and good will to mankind I 
were the motives to this wonderful *. 
act of the Son of Gop.—Theſe poor 
and illiterate men, the diſciples ob .\- 
aur crucified maſter, were, in one 1 
moment, —able to converſe with the 
Jews, and every other nation on the 
face of the earth. This enabled them 


to perform that great taſk and com- 
mandment, which was given: to them, 


by 


. 


F * ever well inclined in will, to d iſcharge 
| the office, they were appointed unto. 


wo [ory ls 2 . Till 984 
time, they had not the power, how- 


E The impediments | to the quick and 


2, Eh 


eaſy communication of thoſe. moſt _ 
Important facts with which they were 
_. mitfuſted, were now removed, by 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. PEAS 
7 With reſpe& to the nature of the 

| giftof 1 che Hor y GnosT.—Amiracle, i 


„ 


is ſomething out of the ordinary 


_ courſe of nature, which is an object 
of our ſenſes; unaccountable from 


natural cauſes,- yet on reaſonable and 


5 ſufficient evidence, —an object of our 


— 


15 faith be power of working mita- | 
cles, Gop hath not thought proper to 


a : _ delegate; fince the firſt century after 


our Lord's death, to any human being, 


Aas far as reading can inform . 


Every age, and e every nation have pro- 
oy Wed pretenders to inward 
r „„ but 


75 * ay | 
but with the moſt glaring dach : 
of every requiſite. If you aſk the 
RKNomaniſts, —the ſucceſſor of St. Pie. © 
TER fills the papal chair. He is ſur= 
rounded with infallibility, and won _ 
ders, though nothing but error and 


lying wonders mark the annals of 2 


his papacy.—Waving theſe, their idle 
pretenſions, if we ſeriouſly conſider 
the queſtion, the ordinary courſe of 
nature, more clearly and evidently 
proves a moral governor, than pro- 
digies and wonders. We are exceed 
ingly negligent in beſtowing our 
thoughts on this matter, and, view the 
whole very ſuperficially. As a fly 
proves a ſupreme. independent being, 
as well as an elephant, —ſo every 
event in life, argues a moral governor... 
Fortune ſhall ſmile on the wicked 
man, — and frown. on the virtuous,—" 
but, Who knoweth theſe men * 
hearts, —ſave the Gop who made 
them?—The favors of fortune, are 


+ work" 


3 the inner + mai, fo idiom be esd 5 
. ther. As from the/very 
of n we may be certain a 


F that nothing lefs/than infinite power 
was the author 3 ſo from his protee- 
tion of tbe 


” trace iufinite goodneſs;—and from 
©, their: reſpective ſtations,—a moral go- 


verbor.—An "ingenious writer hath 


Zone further, and yet within the 


bounds of truth. 

leek at a flower (clay s he,) till he 

— 3 himſelf out 'of infidelity ?. 

* peligion-is: the natural growth of 

os "the works of Gop ; and e | 
* of the invention of A 

Phe proprie V and neceſſity of the | 


| oareſbtlac, influence and direction of 


: ; the Herr re the firſt "Plating: 1 


: . „ e nass Were infidets for 


- * * 


wane of think? } — That neceffity | 
C 1 2 | e * Was 


* Dr. Lovxo's Yo, Mb . 


\ 


bs of his hands; we - 5 


* Who cannet 9 


| 4 
5 } 
„ \ 


v 4 


was anſwered, by commiſſions ade- 
I quate to the cauſe. The neceſlity 
removed. —inſpiration ceaſed, Go : 
then left the goſpel of his well-be= _ 
loved Son, to ſtand by itſelf, its own -_ 1 
intrinſic work. We have no reaſoo-nn 
to. expect, — neither have we any cauſe 
to murmur, becauſe” viſions are not 
ſent to us, — becauſe extraordinary and 
| irreſiſtible influences, are now no 
more among us.— The ordinary gifts 
of the Hol x Spirit are neceſſary for 
our guide, —and yet they treſpaſs not 
on our free- agency, they are known 
by the works which ſpring from 
them, as a tree by its fruit. — The 
free- agency of man, and univerſal re- 
demption are not only the doctrines 195 
of the reformation, but moſt clearly _ 
of the new teſtament alſo. As by. 
this, we muſt in the end be judged, 
e this we ought to live ;—not firſt 
fixing our opinions, and then wire 
ata Ving ſcripture, to make it pliant 


5 e 


3 0 2. . 

10 our Wills. — The holy nn 
ze the rock we muſt build upon; 
und from them alone flow the iſſues 
2 life.— When our belief of- the 


| principles of Chriſtianity: carries us 
into the works of the law. —into the 


EI charge of our duty to Gop and 


man, then may we flatter ourſelves 


that the all-directing providence hath 
"ſuffered: us to be partakers of the in- 
Auence of his Spirit, —and it ſhould 
3 remembered, that, our lives may 
Rb tbe ofthodox, though our faith may 


e not. lt is not any imagined ſe- 
cret: ;opiviſe, Which a warm imagi- 


nation may conceive.—T, be ſpirit, then. 
Heaneth ut wpitneſs,—when our lives 


* accord, and keep in harmony with the 


moral precepts of the goſpel. —Here, | 


* 1s conſiſtency !—** Without an uni- 


4 verſal obedience through the whole 


be % courſe of our lives, —all our joys 


. and comforts, and confident ex- 


. . Pectstions of heaven and Happineſs, 
| | 66 78 


7 * 
8 


„ 


de ; 


( 8 


C2 ets; 1 pplendid deluſions, and a. 4 | 
f c dreams, by which, men of looſe 5 
| % eee and e ſeek. : 


5 40 G8 hath 1250 at an ie 5 ; 
* diſtance,—that i is to ſay, —a wicked 
40 life here, and an happy life here - 
after. * When the command- 


ments of the Lord, are ful filled, then 
it is, —we ſhall. have an approying 


conſcience, and pleaſing proſpect, „ 


without the aid of the wild heats af 
enthuſiaſm, or the melancholy of | 


_ ſuperſtition. © 2 HW 
In the caſe. of the desde of hs 


Hor GnosT. upon the apoſtles ;z— 


there was a conſideration, worthy of 
ſuch a peculiar interpoſition-of the 
' Deity. It was no way partial, or 


| confined it anſwered no private.or 
ſiniſter end; it was done in fo public 


* Biſhop Hopkins, —quoted i in Dr. Nowell's an- - 
ever to Pietas . 2d. edit p. 166. : 


WIA 
a 


4 1 


1 à manner, chers was no reaſon to 


impute any ſingle circumſtance. to a 


frantic zeal——In all acccounts of 
private interviews with the 
of the world 
and irreſiſtible influence of the Holy 
+ Spirit and of converſations with an- 
gels, of later date :—ſelf-convition 
” attends the tale we hear Abſur- 
_ Gities, and contradictions, ſo multiply 
upon our hands, when we examine 
Into them, — 
8 proteſtations, come accompanied with 
e 88 b at once deſtroy their 


Saviour 
f the extraordinary 


-that their aſſertions and 


ne am ii 


Let us now offer up our kiarts to 


that one Gov; whom we all acknow- 


ledge.—Praiſe and magnify his name, 


for having inſpired the holy apoſtles 
of his Son, for the miraculous nme. 1 
tion of his will to mankind.- 


beg a bleſſing upon the whole: race of 
Ap AM, however differing in ſentiment | 


n ourſelves wand that he will 
1 | "our 


Let us 


i») 


5 grant bis aMding ge to us, to 


forward our own endeavours to fulfil 
his law :—that our minds may be 1 
clear of all rancor and ill-will to diſ- 
ſenters of every denomination.—If 


this thou, O Lord! ſhalt be pleaſed 


1 8 grant, — then ſhall we meet with 


joy befote the tribunal of thy Son, 
and dwell for ever together in the 
bleſſed manſions of thy N 1 I 
| dom. . 
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